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As we discussed, please find proposed claim amendments. 
Please call me to discuss (612359.9348). Thank you. 
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Pro posed Claim Amendments For Discussion ^8-15-06) 

** Claim amendments presented below assume the Amendment Filed 7-3-06 has not 
been entered. 

1 . (currently amended) A method of modifying one or more parameters of a 
programmable HVAC controller, the HV AC controller having a user interface, the method 
comprising flie steps of: 

accepting a first input from a user via the user interface to modi^ at least one of the one 
or more parameters; 

accepting a second input from the user via the user interface that indicates to the HVAC 
controller that parameter modification is complete; 

after the second input is accepted, providing to the user via the user interface a visually 
perceptible word or phrase o onfirmation mosaaft e to tho usor via the user intorfao e that explicitly 
mdicates that the at least one ormo ge modified parameter[[s]] have has beenjsbeing or will be 
saved; and 

saving the at least one modified parameter. 

Claim note: Memam- Webster Dictionary on-line defines the word "explicit" as follows: 

Main Entry: ex*pUc*it ♦> 
Pronunciation: ik- • spii-s&c 
F\mcwa: adjectiye 

Etymology: French or Medieval Latin; French explicite^ from Medieval Latin 
explicitus, from Latin, past participle of explicare 

1 a : fully revealed or expressed without vagueness, implication, or ambiguity : 
leaving no question as to meaning or intent <explicix instruciions> b : open in the 
depiction of nudity or sexuality <explicii books and fibns> 

(Emphasis Added). In Rite-Temp 8082 and in Smith (US Publication 2004/0245352 Al), any 
sort of ^^confirmation message" (e.g. blinking hold on HOME screen) would clearly not include a 
word or phrase that explicitly (e.g. fi*lly reveals or expresses without vagueness^ implication or 
ambiguity) that the new temperature sening has been, is being or will be saved. In fact, it would 
appear that the user would have to get the users manual out to know for sure what, for example, 
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the **blinkijig" hold icon actually means. While the user may be able to deduce that the new 
leraperature setting has bem saved by noting that the new desired hold or away temperature is 
shown as the target temperature on the HOME screen, it cannot readily be argued that the 
blinking "hold" icon on the HOME screen includes a '^ord or phrase" that explicitly indicates 
(e.g. fully reveal or express without vagueness, impUcation or ambiguity) that the new desired 
temperature has been, is being or will be saved. As such, claim I is believed to be clearly 
patentable over the art of record, 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the user interfece comprises an alpha 
numeric display. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the user interface comprises a keypad. 

4. (onginal) The method of claim I, wherein the user interface comprises a touch 

screen, 

5. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the HVAC controller operates a 
heating schedule. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the HVAC controller operates a 
cooling schedule, 

7. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the HVAC controller operates a 
ventilating schedule. 

8. (previously presented) The method of claim I, further comprismg an initial step 
of displaying a plurality of parameters and allowing the user to select one or more parameters for 
modification via the user interface. 
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9. (original) The metbod of claim 8, wherein displaying the plur4liiy of parameters 
comprises displaying the parameters on an alpha numeric display. 

1 0. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the allowing step of allowing the user 
to select ai least one of the parameters for modification comprises accq)ting an input via the user 
interface. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the allowing step of allowing the user 
to select at least one of the parameters for modification comprises accepting an mput from a 
touch screen or a keypad- 

12. (previously presented) The metbod of claim I, wbwin the accepting step of 
accepting a second input from the user includes the user touching a button of the user interface. 

13. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the accepiing step of 
accepting the first input from the user includes the user touching one or more bunons of the user 
interface in a sequence to modify at least one of the one or more parameters. 

14. (onginal) The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more parameters comprises 
a temperature seipoinr. 

1 5 . (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the one or more parameters comprises 
a humidity setpoint. 

16. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the one or more parameters comprises 
atimesetnng. 

17. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein the time setting comprises a start 
time for one or more of a wake period, a leave period, a return period, or a sleep period. 
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18. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more parameters 
comprises a date setting, 

19. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein at least selected ones of the one or 
more parameters comprises in combination a time sening and a temperature settmg. 

20. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least selected ones of the one or 
more parameters comprises in combination a lime setting and a fan setting. 

2 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least selected ones of the one or 
more parameters comprises in combination a time setting and an equipment selection setting, 

22. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherem at least selected ones of 
the parameters comprise in combination a time setting and an equipment on/offsetting, 

23. (currently amended) The method of claim I, wherein the providing step of 
providing the visually perceptible word or phrase oonfirmation mossaso to the user via the user 
interface that the at least o ne or mor e modified parameter[[s]] has bee n, is being, or will be 
saved comprises providing the visually perceptible word or phrase oonfirmation mes s age before 
saving the at least one ormo fe modified parameter[[s]]. 

24. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the providing step of 
providing the visually perceptible word or phrase e e iafn - mation messag e to the user via the user 
interface that the at least o ne or mor e modified parameter[[s]] feeve has bee n, is being , or will be 
saved comprises providing the visually perceptible word or phrase oonfirmatiQn mosoago after 
saving the at least one or - more modified parameter[[s]]. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the providing step of 
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providing the visually perceptible word or phrase ooofmnation messag e ro the user via the user 
interface that the at least o ne of - moro modified parameter[[s]] have has bee n> is beinp. or will be 
saved comprises providing the visually perceptible word or phrase confirmaiion m e ssag e 
simultaneously with saving the at least one or more modified parameter[[s] j. 

26. (cancel) 

27. (previously presented) The method of claim I, wherein the visually perceptible 
word or phrase oonfimiation moooago comprises a text message on an alpha numeric display or a 
touch screen. 

28. (previously presented) The method of claim I » wherein the visually p^ceptible 
word or phrase oonfinnation m e ssag e comprises a graphical message or icon on a graphical 
display. 

29. (cancel) 

30. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the providing step of 
providing the visually perceptible word or phrase Qonfiimation mooflago to the user via the user 
interface that the one or more modified parameters have has been , is beings or will be saved 
comprises displaying in combination the word or phrase a oonfiimatory moQQago and at least one 
of the modified parameters. 

3 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 3 0, wherein ai least one of ihe 
modified parameters is a time setting that is displayed in combination with the word or phrase 
eeafiiHiatory mossago . 

32. (currently amended) The method of claim 30, wherein at least one of the 
inodified parameters is a day setting that is displayed in combination with the word or phrase 
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Gonfinnaiory m & sms ^. 

33. (curremly amended) An HVAC controller compiismg one or more control 
parameTers. a memory and a user interface, wherein the one or more control pa rameters includes 
one or more programmable tmie settings, the HVAC controller configured to: 

accept a first input from a user via the user interface to modify ono or moro of tho control 
porametors at least one of the one or more program mable time settings of the HVAC controller; 

accept a second input from the user via the user interface that indicates to the HVAC 
controller that parameter modificaiioa is complete; 

after the HVaC controller accepts the second input , provide a visually perceptible 
confirmation message to the user via the user interface that indicates the one or more modified 
control parameters has hav« bee n, is bdna, or will be saved aftor tho HVAC oontroUor aooopts 
tho QQOond input; and 

save the modified one or more control parameter of the HVAC conltoUer to die memory. 

34. (original) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the interface comprises at 
least one of an alpha numeric display, a touch screen and a keypad, 

35. (original) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the interface comprises at 
least one of a graphical display* a touch screen and a keypad. 

36. (original) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the HVAC controller 
comprises a thermostat. 

37. (currently amended) The HVAC controller of claim 33, further configured to 
display a plurality of control parameters and to penmt the user, via the inierfece, to select a 
parameter for modification. 

38. (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the HVAC 

6 of 12 



PA6Em3'RCVDATS/15/2006 6:18:01 PM[EastimDayip 



AUG-15-06 16:25 



FROM-CROMPTON SEAGER TUPTE LLC 



+6123599349 



T-119 P. OB/13 F-773 



ApplNo. 10/726,174 

coniroUer accepts the first inpui from a keypad or touch screen to allow the user to modify the 
one or more of the control parameters of the HVAC controller. 

39, (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the user 
inter&ce of the HVAC controller includes a button that is touched by the user to accept the 
second input to indicate to the HVAC controller that parameter modification is complete, 

40. (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the one or 
more control parameters comprises a temperature setpoint, 

4L (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the one or 
more control parameters comprises a humidity setpoint 

42. (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the one or 
more control parameters comprises in combination a time setting and a temperature setting. 

43. (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the one or 
more control parameters comprises in combination a time sening and a fan setting. 

44. (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the one or 
more control parameters comprises in combination a time setting and a humidity setting, 

45. (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the one or 
more control parameters comprises in combination a time setting and an equipment selection 
setting. 

46. (previously presented) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherem the one or 
more control parameters comprises in combination a time setting and an equipment on/off 
setting. 
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47. (cancel) 

48. (previously presenied) The HVAC coatroller of claim 33, wherein the visual 
perceptible confinnaiion message comprises a text message on an alpha numeric display or a 
touch screen. 

49. (cuixently amended) The HVAC controlla: of claim 33 [[47]], wherein the visttal 
eonfimiation visually perceptible confirmation message comprises a graphical message or icon 
on a graphical display. 

50. (cancel) 

51. (cuirenlly amended) The HVAC controller of claim 33, wherein the visually 
perceptible confirmation message provided to the user that indicates that the one or more 
modified parameters has feave been , is being, or will be saved includes in combination a 
confirmatory message and at least some of the one or more modified parameters- 

52. (cancel) The HVAC controller of claim 33 [[51]], wherein the visually 
perceptible confirmation message provided to the user that indicates that the one or more 
modified parameters has have bee n, is being, or will be saved includes in combination a 
confirmation message as well as a day or days of a week sening that correspond to the one or 
more modified parameters, 

53. (currently amended) A programmable controller for controUinc a system, the 
programmable controller having a programmable schedule with one or more programmable 
schedule parameters, the programmable controller having a first mode wherein the 
pro gramm ^l^^^ ^ftnt coUer controls the system in accordance with the pr ^praiT>Tnable schedule 
parameters and a second mode wherein the proprammable controller controls the svstem not in 
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accordance with the programmable schedule parameters, the programmable schedule further 
having a p^j g ^amiYiah^e schedule editinp mode for editing one or more of the projarammable 
schedule parameters and a manual editine mode for editinp one or more manual parameters, the 
progammable controUer c omprisinfi: 

di^lay means configured to display a plurality one or more of the programmable 
schedale parameters while the progranmiable controller is in the programmable schedule editing 
mode . 

receiving means for receiving from a user a selection of one or more of the 
programmable schedule parameters that are to be edited while the programmable controller is in 
the programmable schedule editing mode: 

setting means for receiving from the user a new setting for at least one of the selected 
prn^amm able Schedule parameters while the programmable cQntroUer is in the programmable 
schedtile editina mode : 

completion means for receiving an input from the user via the user interface that indicates 
to the HVAC programmable controller that editing is complete while the progr^mn^able 
controller is in the programmable schedule editing mode : and 

informing means for inforaiing the user via a s<3pQrato confirmation message on the 
display means that the new setting(s) hasAave been, is being, or will be saved. 

54. (previously presented) The programmable controller of claim 53, wherein the 
display means comprises an alpha numeric capable display. 

55. (previously presented) The progranmiable controller of claim 53, wherein the 
display means comprises a graphical display. 

56. (previously presented) The programmable controller of claim 53, wherein the 
receiving means and the setting means comprise one or more regions of a touch screen, and the 
completion means comprises a different region of the touch screen. 
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57. (previously presented) The pTOgrammable controller of claim 53, wherein ibe 
display means comprises an alpha numeric display, and the infoitning means comprises a 
message displayed on the alpha numeric display. 

58. (previously presented) The programmable controller of claim 53, wherein the 
display means comprises a graphical display, and the informing means comprises a message 
displayed on the graphical display. 

59. (previously presented) The programmable controller of claim 53, wherein the 
infoiming means comprises an aural message. 

60. (currently amended) A mefliod of modifying one or more parameters of a 
programmable HV AC controller schedule, the HVaC controller having a user interface that 
includes a display, the method comprising die steps of: 

displaymg one or more parameters on the display; 

allowing a user to modify at least one of the one or more parameters via the user 
interface; 

displaying at least one of the one or more modified parameters on the display; 
saving the at least one modified parameter; and 

providing a confirmation message on the display that notifies the user that the one or 
more modified parameters has have been ^s being, or will be saved, and also di splaying in 
combinatiQn with the confinnaiion message, at least one dav of a week of the HVAC controller 
schedule that corresponds to the at least one modified parameter tho oonfmnation mossaao boinfi 
diffomnt from mer e ly displaying the on e or moro modifi e d paramotorfl on the display ^ 

61. (previously presented) The method of claim 60 fiirther comprising the step of 
allowing a user to indicate via the user interface that parameter modification is complete prior to 
providing the confirmation message, 
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62. (previousjy presenied)Tbe mettiod of claim 60, wliercm the confinnation message 
includes the message "Saving Changes". 

63. (previously presented)The method of claim 60 wherein the confinnation message 
is provided at the same time that the one or more modified parameters are displayed. 

64. (previously presented) The method of claim 60 wherein at least one of the one or 
more modified parameters are not displayed at the same time as the confirmation message. 

65. (previously presented) The method of claim 64 wherein none of the one or more 
modified parameters are displayed at the same time as the confirmation message. 

66. (previously presented)The method of claim 60 wherein the confinnation message 
is provided on the display for at least one second, 

67. (previously presented)The method of claim 66 wherein the confirmation message 
is provided on the display for at least five seconds. 

68. (currently amended) The method of claim 60 wherein the confirmation message 
Includes one or more words displayed on the display that conveys to the user that the one or 
more modified parameters has have bee n, is being, or will be saved. 

69. (currently amended) The method of claim 60 wherein the confirmation message 
includes one or more icons displayed on the display that conveys to the user that the one or more 
modified parameters hag hs^ bee n, is being, or will be saved, 

70. (currently amended) A method of modifying one or more parameters of a 
programmable HVAC controller schedule, the H V AC controller having a user interface, the 
method comprising the steps of: 
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accepting one or more parameter changing inpuis ftom a user via tbe user interface to 
modify at least one of the one or more parameters; 

after each parameter changing inputs is accepted, not providing an indication to the user 
via the user interface that indicates the one or more modified parametos have been or will be 
saved; 

accepting a parameter modification complete input ftom the user via the user interface 
that indicates to Ae H V AC controller that parameter modification is complete; and 

after the parameter modification complete input is accepted, providing an indication to 
the user via the user interface that indicates the one or more modified parameters hgs have been^ 
is being, or will be save d^ and also indicating in combination with the confirmation message, at 
least one dav of a week of the HVAC controller schedule that corresponds to at least one 
modified parameter . 

71 . (New) The method of claim 70 wherein the confirmation message is displayed on 
a display of the user interface, and the at least one day of the week that corresponds to the ax least 
one modified parameter is also displayed on the display. 

72, (New) The method of claim 71 wherein, when the confirmation message is 
displayed on a display, only the confim^ation message and the at least one day of the week thai 
corresponds to the at least one modified parameter are displayed on the display. 
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